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LT. GOVERNOR UNVEILS UNIVERSAL BUSINESS ID 
Jobs Cabinet initiative reduces bureaucracy, helps businesses navigate state government 

 
COLUMBUS--Lieutenant Governor Bruce Johnson today announced the State of Ohio has 
implemented a Universal Business ID for companies interacting with state government.  The ID 
eliminates the need for businesses to keep track of and use multiple identifiers when 
corresponding with most state agencies. 
 
“Part of ensuring a successful business climate in Ohio, is reducing government bureaucracy and 
making sure we are a catalyst for growth not a roadblock,” said Johnson, who also serves as 
State Development Director.  “The Universal Business ID makes it easier for companies to 
interact with government and lets them concentrate on the more important aspects of running a 
successful business.” 
 
The Taft Jobs Cabinet, chaired by Johnson, recommended a single and universally accepted 
identification number for all communication and reporting with State of Ohio agencies as a way to 
make it easier for businesses to interact with government.  Ohio is believed to be the first state to 
implement such a comprehensive system.  Over the past year, state agencies have been working 
to identify and modify agency business forms, client databases and intake procedures to allow 
businesses to utilize their Federal Employer Identification Number in correspondence.  Most 
programs within most state agencies now have the capability to utilize the Universal Business 
ID.  Those programs not yet able to accept the ID have plans to do so, typically as part of 
already-planned system redesigns. 
 
“We're thrilled that the state is trying to simplify procedures and the workload for small 
businesses,” said John Marshall, Vice President of Grismer Tire Co., who hosted the event at his 
downtown Columbus location.  “The creation of a Jobs Cabinet is a wonderful step and we're 
hoping that Ohio becomes known as the friendliest state for small businesses.”  Ty Pine, state 
director, National Federation of Independent Business, echoed that sentiment.  “NFIB/Ohio 
applauds efforts of the Administration to find innovative ways to reduce administrative burdens 
on small business.  Every minute small-business owners spend on paperwork is another minute 
they are not growing Ohio’s economy and creating new jobs.” 
 
Governor Bob Taft called for the creation of the Jobs Cabinet in his 2004 State of the State 
Address.  Comprised of more than a dozen state agencies, its mission is to facilitate interagency 
cooperation to enhance Ohio’s business environment and to encourage job growth in Ohio. 
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